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By Carolyn McMeekm i
Niagara Gazette * i o5

BUFFALO — A pxcture of Army
dumping in Love Canal was painted
by six eyewitnesses Thursday as the

trial to determine liability for the sxte
continued in U.S. District Court

The testimony of the six — five of
them Niagara Falls-area residents —

seemingly continued to bolster the”

Occidental Chemical Corp.’s conten-

tion that the military contributed to _
what eventually became a disaster at.

the canal. Thursday was the third
day of the company’s case agamst
the federal government.

While some of the witnesses ad-
mitted to sketchy memories about

the events of nearly 50 years ago and’

most could not say for sure that the
 dumpers they saw were from the
Army, one witness was more descrxp
tlve. ¢

Linda' ‘Heisner, ' e ‘saw
““Army trucks and Army men”’
dumping waste in the canal when she
- was about 11 years old. When asked
how ‘she knew.. they ‘were .. from ‘the
_ Army, she replied . that ‘they were

| wearing gg een. fatigues with name
! tags and vmgtrucks 'th stars on
the side.. - ..,

Then Ms. Helsner a cashier at Ju
nior’s Truck Stop on Niagara Falls
Boulevard, said she spoke with the
men. She said they told her they were
from Fort Knox, Ky., but were based
%t tllllse Packard Road base m Nlagara
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. Ms. Heisner sald she hved in va
rious parts of Love Canal until 1978,
As a.child, she said she also saw men
in jeeps come fo the canal on Satur-
days. Unlike the other men, whose
names were in fabric, these men had
their names on gold bars, she said.

Another' eyew1tness, Francis
Rowe, 72, of 97th Street, said he used
to walk over Love Canal during
World War II to catch a ride to work
because of gas rationing. One: time,
he said, men wearing fatigues told
him, “The U.S. Army says don’t walk
here.” He conceded he did not see
markings or msxgma on their trucks.

‘Alfred Jones, 60, of Ransomville,
recalled swimming in Love Canal
when he was 14 and lived in the
neighborhood. While he "and’ some
friends were swimming at one end,
men wearing green fatigues were
dumping drums and cylinders at the
south end of the canal, He could not

T sl A

2 S kAl «m&%@ yil

Six. |mpl|cate Army

clothing or trueks. He said he re-
membered the incident because his

.eyes and skin were burned that day

while swimming and he never swam
in the canal again.

Leonard Riegle, 71, of Amberst,
also testified that he saw Army
trucks dumping. But under question-

- ing by U.S. District Court Judge John
% T. Curtin, who is hearing the case
“without a jury, Riegle conceded that

the trucks he saw while living in
Love Canal during World War II
c;mld have been surplus Army vehi.
cles.

Ronald J. Mahar, 73, of Newfane,,
testified that he worked for the-
Chemical Warfare Service on Buffalo:
Avenue — then. run by the DuPont'
Co. — from 1941-42. He said he hauled -
waste to Love Canal. But under:
cross-examination. by federal attor--
ney Lewis M. Barr, Mahar said he.
took his orders from his supervisor, .
who was an employee of DuPont, not;

the Army.. .. . -

«- Charles R. Davmg, a retxred Occi-.
dental employee now living in Mo-:

“bile, Ala., testified that he saw men
in fatigues unloading drums at Love
:Canal when he visited the site once

during World War II. He said he
could not say for sure they were the
Army. ¢

Davmg also teshhed that he was
involved with the company’s man.
ufacture of MF'L, a substance used in
uranium processing for the mili.
tary’s. atomic bomb. He said that
waste from that process, toxic but

not radxoactlve, was taken to Love

Canal. .: +, &, .

:The company xs seekmg to have
habxhty placed on the government
for the nearly $700 million it has cost
to clean up and relocate people from
the canal, which means taxpayers

.may have to help foot the bill. Occi-
.dental claims the Army dumped in
ithe canal and that the government
:should be held responsible for the

wastes created from wartime chemi-
cals produced for it by the former
Hooker Chemicals and Plastics
Corp., now Occidental. .

The govemment demes the claims

‘The case is now in recess uatil June
.11, when more eyewntnesses will be
rremember .any markings on. thexr iy i
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